Blogs in Moodle

Martin Dougiamas, founder of Moodle, explains how blogs work in Moodle:

“Firstly, | want blogs to be well-integrated in the Moodle experience. | do not want to just bolt on
Simpblog or WordPress. Most standalone blogs have comments because there is no other way for
readers to discuss things (one assumes they don’t have blogs). In Moodle though we already have
lots of ways for discussions to happen, and everyone has a blog.

“So what I'm trying to do is extract the part of of what makes Blogs unique (ongoing unstructured
public reflection) and make that work well first, then carefully link it in with the other tools in
Moodle. It’'s much harder to take features away than add them carefully.

“Firstly, there is a big conceptual overlap between a blog and a forum. See this listing of all the
discussions you've started - it looks suspiciously like a blog. | am convinced that if we allow blogs
to effectively be like user-centered forums that a lot of important discussion will float out the blogs
(which are not course-based) and make “keeping up” with a particular course very difficult."

The full discussion can be found at: http://moodle.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=44830
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