
Prominent item can be, “If your version of Outlook is different from the version of Word or when
Word is not installed at all, some features will not be enabled including the automatic
(background) spell checker and AutoCorrect. In order for these features to work, Word and Outlook 
must be the same version”.

http://www.slipstick.com/outlook/email/spell-check-is-not-working/
Also, http://www.msoutlook.info/question/563
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