Mouse Gestures

What are mouse gestures?

A mouse gesture is a way of combining computer mouse movements and clicks which the software

recognizes as a specific command.

Why are they useful?

Gestures help you avoid moving your hands back and forth from the mouse to the keyboard. This
speeds up web browsing, thus increasing productivity. It also helps you avoid having to aim for
small buttons (like back, or refresh) when using an application.

Examples

In Firefox, holding ctrl (Apple key on Mac) and scrolling the mouse-wheel up or down changes the
text size.

If you enable right-click-and-drag gestures with a Firefox extension, you can go back a page by
holding the right mouse button and dragging your mouse to the left. Similarly, you can go forward
by dragging right. The different extensions have different default gestures and levels of
configurability. Other popular gesture actions for browsers include common tasks such as creating
new tabs, closing tabs, moving up in the directory structure, or incrementing a number in the URL.

What applications support
gestures?

e The Opera web browser

e Firefox supports gestures through the use of extensions.

o All-in-one gestures

o Optimoz gestures

e Strokelt allows the use of gestures throughout Microsoft Windows.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mouse_gesture
http://opera.com/
http://www.mozilla.com/
http://perso.wanadoo.fr/marc.boullet/ext/extensions-en.html
http://optimoz.mozdev.org/gestures/index.html
http://www.tcbmi.com/strokeit/

e More gesture tools can be found at the “mouse gestures wikipedia entry”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mouse gesture .
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